North Shore High School’s Program, headed by Bob Gerver

· In our program, 9th graders meet once every 6 days as a full class of 8 students. They also meet once each week with me to go over their mathematical progress. As 10th, 11th, 12th graders, they never meet as a class-they each see me once each week to show me their progress.

· About 20% of our kids are Regents level, not Honors. We allow anyone to take the course.

· The course has a four-fold purpose: 




1-Learn and practice technical writing



2-Learn oral presentation skills



3-Extend mathematics beyond the curriculum



4-Teach the value of doing a major project in many separate sittings. 

· We deliberately have our kids center on one source--a journal article. The philosophy is to build on one specific topic—not condense a dozen different sources. Journal articles are hard for kids to follow and then extend, since they are written for college graduates. The idea is for everyone, no matter what level, to extend themselves.

· Absolutely no math is taught on the class session days in grade 9. That is for teaching technical writing and public speaking skills. There are no math lessons in the program anywhere--the kids do the math individually.

· I am their coach, and their editor. My interest is in technical writing and presenting, as well as mathematics.

· I do not allow a kid to use a formula he has not derived.

· I do not allow kids to use a trifold—they are for forums at which the judge walks right up to the table where the kid’s trifold is. The Math Fair rooms have other students that should be able to see the presentation from anywhere in the room. Hence the overhead projectors. We also have our kids use pointers and give out introductory handouts—all part of what we feel is a high-quality presentation.

· Our program, which is described in both editions of the Key Curriculum Press book Writing Math Research Papers, was judged by the National Science Foundation to be the Best Practice in Mathematics Education for High Schools in the country in 1997. 

· Our program was featured in a full chapter in the 1999 NCTM book, Developing Promising Mathematics Students.

· Our program was featured in a full chapter in the 1999 NCTM Yearbook.

· Our technical writing manual Write On! Math is featured on the biggest selling math review CD in the country, Mathematics Complete. 
